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Composers of Color in our Libraries
A Study of Composers of Color included in Rob 
Deemer’s Composer Diversity Database and how they 
are represented in WorldCat
Michael J. Duffy IV, Fine Arts Librarian, Western 
Michigan University
Introduction – Representations of Composers 
of Color in Library Collections
Relevant Recent Literature
• William C. Banfield, Musical Landscapes in Color: Conversations with 
Black American Composers (Lanham, MD: Scarecrow, 2003).
• Judith Tick and Paul Beaudoin, eds., Music in the USA: A Documentary 
Companion (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008).
• Eunjung Choi and Laura J. Keith, “Cultural Diversity: Resources for Music 
Educators in Selected Works of Three Contemporary African-American 
Classical Composers,” Music Educators Journal 103, no. 2 (2016): 35-40.
• Robert Davidson and Mandy Lupton, “’It Makes You Think Anything Is 
Possible’: Representing Diversity in Music Theory Pedagogy,” British 
Journal of Music Education 33, no. 2 (2016): 175-89.
Methodology
Data compiled from:
• Composer Diversity Database, part of the Institute for 
Composer Diversity at SUNY Fredonia
• Library of Congress Authority File
• WorldCat (FirstSearch)
Small Sample for comparisons randomized with:
• RANDOM.org
Data analyzed using:
• Excel
Name Headings
•750 of the 1,174 names searched (64%) have 
name headings in the Library of Congress 
Authority File
•715 (61%) obviously matched the name 
heading
Holdings in Libraries
• Average number of library holdings of the most widely 
held score in the set: 34
• Average number of library holdings of the most widely 
held sound recording in the set: 93
• 530 of the composers (45%) show zero holdings of 
scores
• 333 of the composers (28%) show zero holdings of 
sound recordings
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Bibliographic Records in WorldCat
Bibliographic Records in WorldCat
•Average scores in WorldCat: 55
•Average sound recordings in WorldCat: 198
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Random Sample (n = 118)
• 69 composers (58% of sample) were found to have a 
discernable number of scores produced
• 36 of these (52%) were found to have score 
holdings in WorldCat
• 17 composers (14% of sample) were found to have a 
discernable number of sound recordings produced
• 13 of these (76%) were found to have sound 
recording holdings in WorldCat
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From the 10% Sample
Of note: 42% of composers with a discernable 
number of scores had zero holdings in WorldCat
Discussion
• Limitations
• Surprised to find name headings for 64% of the 
composers
• High rates of composers with zero holdings in 
libraries
Sample of White Composers
• For comparison, I obtained a sample of white 
composers – to correspond to the 69 composers of 
color from the sample with discernable works counts
• 57 living white composers – identified from programs 
from the Composers, Inc. website – I looked up 
composers’ websites and included them if they 
appeared white in photos – for lack of a better way of 
identifying white composers
• 12 dead white composers – the first 12 dead white 
composers identified from this season’s Classical 
Series programs of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
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michael.duffy@wmich.edu
Image Credits: 
Multicolored Hands: https://pixabay.com/en/common-commune-diversity-hand-1300520/
Heitor Vila-Lobos (c. 1922).jpg [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=294837
Porträt des Komponisten Pjotr I. Tschaikowski (1840-1893).jpg: Nikolay Kuznetsov, image from BG-
Gallery.ruAntonio Vivaldi portrait.jpg: François Morellon de La CaveRachmaninov peinture.jpg: Konstantin 
SomovBeethoven.jpg: Joseph Karl StielerRichard Wagner by Caesar Willich ca 1862.jpg: Cäsar 
WillichHaendel.jpg: Balthasar DennerKhachaturian.jpg: Mieremet, Rob / AnefoGeorge Gershwin 1937.jpg: Carl 
Van VechtenGeorges Bizet.jpg: Verlag Hermann Leiser, Berlin-Wilm.Eilif Peterssen-Edvard Grieg 1891.jpg: Eilif 
PeterssenGiorcesRossini1.jpg: GiorcesChopin, by Wodzinska.JPG: Maria Wodzińska, copied by Nihil noviSir 
Edward Elgar 1979.jpg: Rodin777Mendelssohn Bartholdy.jpg: James Warren ChildeJan Vilímek - Antonín 
Dvořák.jpg: Jan Vilímek (1860-1938)Verdi.jpg: Giovanni BoldiniEisenmenger-Strauss.jpg: August 
EisenmengerBrahms.jpg:Dr. ManuelWolfgang-amadeus-mozart 1.jpg: Barbara KrafftJohann Sebastian Bach.jpg: 
Elias Gottlob Haussmannderivative work: אמסיסה123 , User:Jbarta, User:RP88 [CC BY-SA 3.0 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], from Wikimedia Commons
